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ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE 


April 29 — May 1, 1954 


Montgomery, Alabama — Whitley Hotel 


Thursday, April 29 


Registration (Registration desk will be manned for the benefit of late 
comers until 10:00 a. m., May 1) 


Public Library Section, business meeting, Whitley Hotel 
Executive Board, open meeting 


First General Session, Blue and Gray Room, Whitley Hotel, John K. 
Cameron presiding. Guest speaker, Mr. Quincy Mumford, Presi- 
dent Elect, American Library Association: “The State Library 
Association; Its Opportunities and Responsibilities” 


Friday, April 30 
Second General Session, Blue and Gray Room, Whitley Hotel, 
“A Look at Yesterday”, presented by Miss Willie Welch, Miss 
Fanny Taber, Miss Tommie Dora Barker, and Miss Frances Pickett. 


Trustees’ Section, organizational meeting 


Friends of the Library Luncheon, Jefferson Davis Hotel, Joe Langston 
presiding. Guest speaker, Mrs. Helen Wessells, Editor, Library 
Journal: “Friends, a Library’s Most Valuable Asset” 


Third General Session, Blue and Gray Room, Whitley Hotel. 
“A Look at Today and Tomorrow” (speakers to be announced ) 


Banquet, Blue and Gray, Whitley Hotel. Pageant presenting the 
Alabama Library Association, 1904-1954 (Everyone is urged to 
come dressed in any of the fashions of the past fifty years. Clothes 
should be no problem—just dig into the bottoms of your attic 
trunks. This is a night of fun, relaxation, and retrospection ) 


Saturday, May 1 
Breakfasts, Whitley Hotel 


Public, County, and Regional librarians: Miss Marion Neill presid- 
ing. 


College, University, and special librarians: Dr. Jerrold Orne, 


presiding. 


Business meeting, Blue and Gray Room, Whitley Hotel, Mr. John K. 
Cameron presiding. 
Reports of committees 
Election of officers 
Other business 


Luncheons 
School Librarians: Whitley Hotel 
Alabama Chapter, Special Libraries Association: Blue Moon Inn 
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LAW 888 


By Grover C. Hatt, Editor, The Montgomery Advertiser 


(Like most Americans, the Editor of this magazine is against Communism. So are all 
the librarians of the state with whom he has discussed the subject. All agree that it should 
he opposed, even fought. All further contend, however, that mere hysteria is not a good 
weapon for such a fight, but rather that hysteria should also be fought. A law recently 
passed by the Legislature of our state seems definitely to be an example of attempting to 
fight the Communist menace by hysteria rather than reason, and , as such, is opposed by this 
publication. In casting about for the best person to put our feelings on records, we settled 
on the crusading editor of the Montgomery Advertiser, whose thesis, we believe, echoes the 
thinking of just about all librarians in this state and in this country—RML) 


Alabama Law 888, the book labeling law, 
is the antic work of ignoramuses who don’t 
know anything about American traditions of 
intellectual freedom or don’t entirely believe 
in them. 

It took a while for those who do com- 
prehend and who do care to assert their 
hostility. O. C. Weaver superintendent of 
schools in Escambia County, has announced, 
“IT am not going to spend one nickel for such 
a thing.” Dr. O. C. Carmichael, president 
of the University of Alabama, has indicated 
that he and other presidents are conferring 
about attacking the bill’s constitutionality 
in court. 

Thus the prospect is that the law will be 
attacked and annulled in the courts or that 
it will perish through the impossibility of 
enforcing it. Even so, it is important to ob- 
serve that the threat of censorship or re- 
pression never fades but to reappear in 
another form. 

The instinct to say “shut up”, which is 
censorship, is quite strong in all of us. There 
is nothing natural about tolerance, for it 
cuts against the animal grain in us. The 
practice of tolerance is an onerous discipline 
and an attribute of man’s insecure higher 
development. 

Act 888 requires that all textbooks and 
library reference books bear a label telling 
whether the author is or isn’t a socialist or 
communist. Following are the two labels: 

Label A: “The publishers of this textbook 
. .. hereby certify that the author or authors 
thereof, and the author or authors of any 
book or writings cited herein as parallel or 
additional reading, is not a known advocate 
of communism or Marxist socialism, is not a 


member or ex-member of the Communist 
Party and is not a member or ex-member 
of a communist front organization . . .” 

Label B: “This is to certify that the pub- 
lisher of the this textbook or other written 
instructional material, has made an extensive 
investigation and diligent effort to ascertain 
whether or not the author or authors of 
book or writings cited herein as parallel or 
additional reading, is etc and the 
publisher certifies that he has been unable 
to secure reliable information upon which 
valid conclusions in these respects can be 
based.” 

When you consider that the University 
of Alabama Library alone has 425,000 vol- 
umes, you readily recognize the expense 
and labor the labeling operation would de- 
mand. 

It is even greater when it is seen that Dr. 
W. J. Terry, state superintendent of educa- 
tion, has decreed that even the’ annual re- 
ports of the state superintendent must bear a 
label attesting whether the author is ideolo- 
gically chaste or otherwise. 

Presumably the bibliographical citations 
must be taken account of in the labeling. I 
don’t know just how Terry’s paste pot Pink- 
ertons would handle a book such as Hunt’s 
Theory & Practice of Communism. It is the 
most resourceful attack on communist econo- 
mics and metaphysics I’ve read, which of 
course means that a certain book called 
Das Kapital is quoted and referred to 
throughout, the same as Stalin’s Problems In 
Leninism. I'm giving my copy to one of 
Terry’s libraries to see what label or com- 
bination of labels will be used in mastering 
this ambivalence. 








Further, what’s he going to do about Das 
Kapital itself? After all, Marx said, shortly 
before his death in England, a thing that has 
come down to haunt all of the communist 
ecclesiastic and now Dr. Terry—“I am _ not 
a Marxist.” 

The grotesquerie of all this is too plain 
to require laminated example. The Mont- 
gomery Advertiser has been successful in 
arousing statewide opposition to this fool- 
ishness, which alas, emanated from the very 
priests in the temple. The law, I anticipate, 
will die violently in the court or expire 
in bed of its general infirmities. 

But the spirit that generated this repres- 
sion won't expire. It will always return. 
That is why my newspaper is sensitive to 
any form of censorship. If it is not instant- 
ly and aggressively opposed, it will get its 
nose under the tent. 

We forget too easily that our government 
is not old and that its traditions of freedom 
are correspondingly young. They are not as 
strong as they will grow, and in times of 
passion and turbulence they have always 
been bruised. 

We need to remember that the very last 
thing the religious dissenters came to Ameri- 
ca for was to establish Freedom of Worship. 
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They sought freedom only for themselves, 
and they sold Quaker children into slavery, 

In times of passion people have believed 
that they could strip others of freedom and 
at the same time retain their own. 

In the time of our second president, Con- 
gress enacted the Hitlerite Alien & Sedition 
Laws. They were enacted by the Federalist 
Party to liquidate the Jeffersonian rival. 
Numerous editors went to jail for criticizing 
Adams and one congressman went to the 
jug for four months for correctly observing 
that John Adams was a stuffed shirt. 

In World War I, Eugene Debs was sen- 
tenced to 10 years for a speech; police foreed 
118 steel strikers in West Virginia to kiss 
the flag; Socialist Congressman Victor Ber- 
ger, of Milwaukee, was deprived of his seat 
by a congressional vote of 309 to 1; the New 
York legislature refused to seat five Social- 
ist legislators; a Californian who laughed at 
some recruits drilling in San Francisco was 
imprisoned; a New Yorker got 90 days for 
spitting on the street near some Italian 
officers. 

Those random examples, I think, bear out 
my contention that any kind of repression 
must be fought upon sight. 











1954-1955: 


NOMINATIONS 


The Nominating Committee has looked carefully over the field, and sub- 
mits the following nominees for office in the Alabama Library Association for 


Vice-President and President-Elect 
Librarian, Huntingdon College 
eae sens er ene Le eE Tn ae 
Librarian, Woodland High School, Birmingham 
NNR oie secocnrnscueaiatea 
Librarian, VA Hospital, Tuscaloosa 
Council Member-at-Large..__»_»_>>_ 
Mobile Public Library 


a a ea ace OE Mrs. Jean Hoffman 
eee SS Mrs. Ruth Schaeffer 


iia erect intinoiond ccackeaseauds anes Bob Bell 


_.Mrs. Willa Boysworth 


Nominating Committee: 
Nellie Glass, Chairman 
Vivian Lawson 
Louise Gober 
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CANDIDATES ON LIBRARY SERVICE 


The first letter printed below was sent on February 19 to the eight candidates for 
Covernor of Alabama. Their answers, arranged alphabetically, are given exactly as written, 


and without further comment. 


The Alabama Library Association is now 
cclebrating its fiftieth year. From a nucleus 
of a few intrepid library-minded individuals 
who, back in 1904, caught a vision of what 
libraries could mean to the people of Ala- 
bama, the Association has grown to nearly 
five hundred members including trustees of 
libraries, board members, and __library- 
minded individuals—our “friends”—all over 
the State. We still believe with these 
founders that better libraries, be they public, 
county, college, university, special or mobile 
in any community can make for a happier, 
more prosperous, and better informed citi- 
zenry. 

One of the State agencies to which the 
Association has pointed with some degree 
of pride in accomplishment is the Alabama 
Public Library Service Division, but, as you 
know, the 1953 legislators saw fit to discredit 
the work of that agency, to lower the pres- 
tige of the position of director, and the pres- 
ent State executive has further embarrassed 
the Division by political intervention. 

The library profession and all library- 
minded folk of this State would like to 
know how you stand on the question of 
adequate library service to the people of 
Alabama through the work of the Alabama 
Public Library Service Division? Can the 
Association count on you, if elected, to do 
everything in your power to restore the pres- 
tige and importance of this agency? 

Librarians, trustees, board members and 
all Alabamians interested in the establish- 
ment of better-than-just-good library service 
for the State are interested in your reply, 
and the reply of all other gubernatorial 
candidates to whom this letter is being sent. 
May I give your answer State-wide dissemi- 
nation by publishing it in the April issue of 
our library organization journal, The Ala- 
bama Librarian, which goes to press on the 
fourth of March? May I also read your 
statement along with others at the business 


+ 


meeting of the Association convention on 
1 May in Montgomery? 


Sincerely yours, 
Joun K. CAMERON 
President 


= a = 


I am in receipt of your letter of February 
19, 1954 and I want to apologize for taking 
so long to reply. However, I am writing 
this to give you a written statement that I 
fully appreciate the value of better libraries 
throughout our State, and that I have always 
felt, and at this time I feel, that an in- 
formed citizenry is advisable for a sound, 
honest and progessive government. 


Please be assured that if I am elected 
governor our administration will do every- 
thing in our power to maintain and restore 
the prestige and importance of the Alabama 
public library service. 

With highest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 
JAMEs B. ALLEN 


a * = 


Your letter received pertaining to the Ala- 
bama Library Association. 


I have always been interested in estab- 
lishing good, and better library service in 
the state, and when I am your governor 
I will work with any group that has this 
particular end in mind. I was Judge of 
Probate of my county several years, and 
as such was head of the Library here, so 
I know what you are talking about from 
every angle. 


Thank you very much for writing me, 
and if this enough for you to publish in 
your paper I will be glad to have you do it. 


Yours very truly, 
ELBERT Boozer 





y ti 





It gives me a great deal of pleasure to 
answer your letter of February 19th and I 
appreciate the opportunity of pledging my 
support to your Association. You may use 
the following statement in any way that 
you see fit: 

“I feel very strongly that our educational 
system is the true answer to a more pro- 
gressive and economically sound State. The 
development of our adult education pro- 
gram depends largely on the facilities avail- 
able to our people for self-improvement and 
home study. The importance of library ser- 
vice cannot be overestimated and when 
elected Governor I will do everything in my 
power to insure library service of the high- 
est order for the people of our good State.” 
Sincerely yours, 

Jimmy FAULKNER 


= a = 


Your inquiry concerning my attitude to- 
ward the Alabama Public Library Service 
is appreciated. 

Since I am vitally interested in any phase 
of our state government which deals with 
the happiness of the people, I feel that our 
Public Library Service should be improved 
and given the place it so rightly deserves. 
I would be most happy to see more and 
more bookmobiles on our mail-box roads, 
more clerical help for our overworked Pub- 
lic Library Service Division’s staff, and bet- 
ter quarters for housing our state library 
service, just to mention a few of the many 
things needed. 

As your governor, I would count it a 
privilege to be able to help in this great 
program. 

Sincerely, 
James E. Fotsom 


a oC a 


Thank you for your letter of 19 February 
1954. 

I am highly in favor of adequate library 
service to the people of Alabama through 
the work of the Alabama Public Library 
Service Division. If I am elected governor 
I will do everything in my power to restore 
the prestige and importance of this agency. 

You may publish this statement in your 
library organization journal if you so de- 
sire. 
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You may read this statement at the busi- 
ness meeting of the Association convention 
on 1 May in Montgomery if you so desire. 

Sincerely, 
Winston GULLATTE 


o oO cd 


When I was in the Senate of Alabama it 
was always my purpose of working with the 
Alabama Library Service to the full limit of 
my ability and consistent with the limit of 
the State’s ability to support the program. 
It will always be my purpose to promote 
this laudable undertaking. 

With every good wish and highest per- 
sonal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 
J. Bruce HENDERSON 
2 o a 

This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated 19 February concerning my 
stand on the Alabama Public Library Ser- 
vice Division. 

I am fully aware that a well read public 
is a well educated public and this I shall 
keep uppermost in mind as your Governor. 

The Alabama Library Association can 
count on me as Governor of Alabama to 
do everything in my power to add to and 
strengthen the prestige and importance of 
your agency. 

You have my permission to use this state- 
ment in any way you see fit. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
Jack OwEN 


o * * 


Congratulations to the Alabama Library 
Association on its fiftieth year of service to 
our people. While my connection with pub- 
lic libraries certainly doesn’t go back to the 
days of 1904 (I am only 52 years old), I 
believe that I, too, can be classified as one 
who is library minded, and as having years 
ago caught the vision of what libraries can 
mean to the people of Alabama. 

Fortunately, I am in a position to give 
you more than just my views on this sub- 
ject. It is a matter of public record that 
when I was a commissioner in Jefferson 
county, we gave liberal financial support to 
the rural libraries. 
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You speak of “political intervention” in 
the affairs of the Alabama Public Library 
service Division. This is another matter 
on which my record is known to the public. 
in my 20 years of service in government ad- 
ministration, I always have opposed political 
interference with the functioning of any 
agency of government which such action 
results in decreased efficiency and service, 
or increased cost to the taxpayers. 

Without question, you can count on me 
as Governor to see that the Public Library 


7 


Service Division, as well as all other branches 
of state government, is operated on a busi- 
ness-like basis by the best qualified people 
who are available to do the job. 


My whole mission in this campaign is 
stated in words you used in your letter to 
me. I want to restore to high prestige and 
importance every state division and agency 
from the Governor’s office on down. 


Yours sincerely, 
HENRY SWEET 








McCartha Hall, named for a former 
professor, is the building that houses Troy 
State Teachers College’s library. 

The library, which cost approximately 
$300,000, was opened in June, 1950. It 
is a combination-purpose structure, hous- 
ing not only the library but also class- 
rooms. It has two stories and a 
basement, the basement serving for art 
department classrooms and supply rooms 
and a historical museum. The library 
proper occunies the first floor. The sec- 
ond floor provides classrooms for the art 
and education departments, as well as 
modern offices for these departments. 

The most prominent feature of the li- 
brary is a magnificent reading room, with 
book stacks along the walls. This room 
has a seating capacity of 150, and is at- 
tractively furnished throughout in north- 
ern hard birch with blond finish. The 
color scheme of delicate green and brown 
on the walls and ceiling is beautiful and 
is restful to the eyes. The room is well- 
lighted with fluorescent lights, is ade- 
quately ventilated, and the surroundings 
are conducive to both concentrated study 
and recreational reading. The stack 
rooms are in the center of the building 
and cannot be seen by the casual visitor 
to the reading room. They are equipped 





The Cover 


with modern steel shelving, and provide 
ample room for expansion. 

The library also features a large com- 
fortable conference room, which can seat 
100 people. It is constantly in use for 
special classes, conferences, public meet- 
ings, and moving pictures. 

A materials room for non-book ma- 
terials is another feature of this fine li- 
brary. It is equipped with steel vertical 
files, roomy cabinets, shelving, and ta- 
bles, and is in steady use. 

An audio-visual room with a capacity 
of 125, an attractive and spacious office, 
and adequate workroom are other useful 
features of the library. 

The book collection totals nearly 
40,000 volumes, and approximately 250 
periodicals are received regularly. The 
library also has a cataloged collection 
of films and film strips. Mrs. Thelma 
Cates Mershon is librarian, and Mrs. 
Annette Shackleford Parks is assistant. 
Both are professionally trained librarians. 
They are assisted by twenty carefully 
selected part-time student assistants. 

The College also maintains a library 
at the laboratory school on the campus. 
It is well stocked with books and ma- 
terials for children. 

—RENWICK C. KENNEDY 
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WHAT MAKES A SPECIAL LIBRARY SPECIAL IN AN 


ACADEMIC INSTITUTION 


Address before the Alabama Chapter of the Special Library Association, 25 January 1954, 
By LizuTENANT GENERAL LAURENCE S. KuTER, Commander, Air University 


(Given below is an abridgment of General Kuter’s address, made at the installation 
meeting of the newly established chapter of SLA. Actually, the speaker interpolated the 
statements given here with a number of off-the-cuff comments, of which one in particular 
stuck with his listeners. “If you really want to know what the Air University Library is like,” 
said the General, in urging those attending the meeting to visit it, “don’t ask the staff— 


ask the people you see using it!” ) 


It may seem paradoxical to you that I 
should be here to comment on a _ subject 
which most of you would consider remote 
from my normal interests. What I have to 
say should serve in some measure to dispel 
this illusion. In our kind of school, different 
as it is from other academic institutions, 
there are far more similarities to the typi- 
cal academic institution than most of you 
would expect. Now, if we add to these 
complications of difference the name 
“special,” which is attached to your particu- 
lar activities in libraries, and as we feel so 
fundamentally a distinctive element in our 
particular enterprise, the problem of re- 
lationships becomes a little more compli- 
cated. In order to clarify this, let us briefly 
review our way of seeing the factors which 
make our library special in our kind of 
academic institution. 

Let us start out with our public—the 
pick of the officers and men of the Air 
Force throughout the world. These men 
are brought here particularly for training in 
command functions. Each of them possesses 
not only a superior intelligence, but exact 
and thorough understanding of current ex- 
perience in the field from which he was 
brought. Our typical students are mature 
men whose careers are military and whose 
consuming life interest is the proper utiliza- 
tion of air power. The students are se- 
lected on the basis of their declared inter- 
est, their already real contribution to the 
quality of our Air Force, and their poten- 
tial usefulness as commanders within the 
Air Force of the future. Approximately 
2100 such students are brought together 
here. This makes our public a special one. 


Obviously, any library planned to serve 
the research and even the daily ordinary 
requirements of such students must have a 
special brand of materials. This is the sec- 
ond factor to which we may attribute our 
claim to being special. The era in which 
we live is one of incredible speed. Years 
ago, it became apparent to writers and 
teachers that the production of books as a 
means of recording current knowledge was 
far too slow, and journals were established 
for swifter dissemination of new and valu- 
able facts. However, more recently the 
journal has proved too slow, and a new form 
of literature, the near-print document or 
ephemeral paper, has come to take its place 
in our working lives. Recorded informa- 
tion can be much more simply and rapidly 
made available in this special form and our 
library has its major resources in this ma- 
terial. These special students of ours vary 
in career level from the young junior of- 
ficer or airman to the more experienced and 
very senior officer. The material they re- 
quire varies. On the one hand we have 
all of the typical users of the library, as 
in any academic library situation; on the 
other, and in considerable numbers, the 
special user, whose research often starts 
where in another library it would already 
have been ended. Our vast collections of 
documents and monographs is consulted in 
detail and must include materials up to the 
current day to satisfy the requirements of 
certain research vroblems. 

Another special material deserves to be 
mentioned, and that is our Authority files— 
a complete collection of the orders, regu- 
lations, and organizational papers issued by 
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all commands of the Air Force, as well as 
the general publications of the same nature 
issued by other military agencies. 


In one other area our library collections 
nay be said to be special. Military science 
has its own literature—numerous serial types 
of publications and journals, which are fre- 
quently not commercial publications and 
olten difficult to locate and maintain on a 
continuing basis. These materials are also 
special and seldom found in other libraries. 


Perhaps now you can already see that with 
these special students the mere possession 
of a vast quantity of special materials is not 
adequate to assure their meeting. The an- 
swer to this is our third reason for being 
special: special methods of handling both 
materials and users. The handling of ma- 
terials in our kind of a library demands 
something beyond the characteristic methods 
of handling books and journals. We catalog 
and organize these items in much the same 
way as other libraries do. When we ap- 
proach the more svecialized kinds of ma- 
terial, however, we have quite another 
problem. Adequate analysis and proper 
management of a massive security classified 
documents collection raises a host of special 
problems not normally found in other li- 
braries. The first problem is that of lo- 
cating or finding out about the existence 
of numerous items of this kind about which 
little is known because of security require- 
ments. The first special task, then, is that 
of finding out about every item which has 
been produced which may be useful as a 
part of the working collections to meet the 
student’s need. A second special problem 
lies in the maintaining and servicing of se- 
curity clasisfied materials in large numbers. 
Many of you are aware of the problems 
which normally arise in the receipt and 
transfer of classified materials from one 
point to another. If you multiply this prob- 
lem by a factor of approximately 2000 per 
week, you will have a rough idea of the 
kind of special problems we meet here. 
Consider the fact that each security classi- 
fied item must be logged in as a separate 
piece and its every movement and use re- 
corded on one form or another from the 
time it enters the library until it is retired. 
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Consider, also, that all through this life- 
time of use, every one of these items must 
be stored, maintained, and be made im- 
mediately available for use in space which 
is comparable to that of a bank vault in 
security. 

Now, then, let us move on to the special 
problem of introducing our materials, 
whether special or otherwise, to the user. 
It is usually not very difficult to analyze 
the contents of a book. This is not true of 
our primary and most numerous materials, 
which do not normally have chapter head- 
ings, tables of contents, or indexes. Fur- 
ther, by the nature of their content, they are 
more often than not the record of new 
material in subject areas where the language 
has yet to be established. Obviously, our 
analysts are going to have far more diffi- 
culty in moving this material through than 
they would have with books. 

We come now to the fourth and perhaps 
most important field: personnel. It goes 
without saying that none of the earlier 
described special facets of our work could 
be successfully carried out without a very 
special kind of librarian. 


It is our belief that among the _ basic 
qualities for successful work in our kind 
of a special library are: (1) intellectual 
curiosity, (2) flexibility of mind, (3) a 
natural gregariousness. You will note that 
subject competence has not been mentioned. 
This is one of our problems. Obviously 
you cannot find our kind of subject com- 
petence in the field. If you comnvare the 
need of a special library for a chemist or 
a business management expert, you realize 
that these can be trained in the schools. 
Now, where do you find training for the 
specialist in military science? We do not 
stress subject competence as a prerequisite, 
but, assuming that we can find the people 
possessing the qualities named previously, 
let me tell you what we do with them and 
how they operate in special ways. Our 
best illustration is probably in the front 
line—that part of our staff which meets the 
public. We call these librarians “Biblio- 
graphic Assistants.” Their work is channeled 
in two particular directions. Each one is 
assigned a field of interest where he or 
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she spends a large portion of the time 
searching, scanning, reading, learning, not- 
ing, organizing, and preparing materials for 
use. The remainder of the time is spent 
reporting and advising directly with students 
and faculty. The Bibliographic Assistants 
are attached to specific courses and pro- 
grams and each concentrates on his particu- 
lar public. They become superlibrarians, 
charged with information, new materials, and 
methods precisely adjusted to the require- 
ments of their particular public of which 
they become an integral part. 

We consider these librarians, in effect, a 
very considerable extension of the standard 
forms of access to library materials. Li- 
brary catalogs are commonly fine tools. 
Periodical indexes and other such useful 


indexes may improve upon them by virtue 


of greater flexibility. We here find it neces- 
sary to go beyond these to the most flexible 
instrument yet invented—the mind of man. 
These librarians are living, thinking, exten- 
sions of the standard library tools, placed 
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strategically in positions where they can 
bring each bit of new information to the 
attention of those who should have it. At 
the same time they can observe continu- 
ously current changes in curricula and alert 
the Library acquisitioners and analysts to 
prepare for them. Thus, once more our 
librarians become special, and the circle 
bringing user and material together is closed. 

Yet another feature that makes our li- 
brary special should be mentioned: its po- 
sition in the Command organization. The 
Air University is one of the Commands of 
the United States Air Force, with several 
subordinate command units, one of which 
is the Library. To the best of my knowl- 
edge, no other military library has this 
status, 

With these few examples, then, it is 
clearly evident that there are differences 
between the special library and _ librarians 
and others. We find ours very special, 
and hope you will have time to visit them 
and see for yourselves. 
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WHY I AM A LIBRARY TRUSTEE 


By JupceE WALTER B. Jones, Montgomery, Alabama * 


I am a library trustee for many, many 
reasons. First of all, my work as a library 
trustee enables me to help the citizens, young 
and old, of my community to get good books, 
and I can not think of anything which can 
bring a greater joy in life than the love of 
books and good literature. In this work 
I always have the thought of Thomas Bar- 
tholin: “Without books God is silent, justice 
dormant, natural science at a standstill, phil- 
osophy: lame, letters dumb, and all things 
involved in Cimmerian darkness.” 


I enjoy my duties as a library trustee be- 
cause they keep me in touch with the world 
of books and bring me in daily contact with 
our best citizens, both men and women, who 
are trying to do something worth while for 
ther friends and neighbors. 


Again, I am a library trustee because I 
feel everyone has a civic duty to better the 
life of the community in which he lives and 
to bring his people the good things of life. 
And nothing is better than bringing good 
books to our people. 

Nearly half a century ago Dr. Munger 
delivered a lecture on Reading. He conclud- 
ed his lecture with these words: “Books are 
our most steadfast friends; they are our 
resources in loneliness; they go with us on 
our journeys; they await our return; they 
are our best company; they are a refuge in 
pain; they breathe peace upon our troubles; 
they await age as ministers of youth and 
cheer; they bring the whole world of men 
and things to our feet; they put us in the 
centre of the world; they summon us away 
from our narrow life to their greatness, from 
our ignorance to their wisdom, from our 
partial or distempered vision to their calm 
and universal verdicts. There may be some- 
thing of discord in their mingled voices, but 


' Judge Jones, Presiding Judge of the Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit of Alabama, is now and has been 
for the past ten years president and trustee of the 
Montgomery County Library. Before this he was 
president and trustee of the Carnegie Library, 
Montgomery, for many years. He is president of 
the Jones Law School and editor of The Alabama 
Lawyer and The Alabama Bible Society Quarterly. 


the undertone speaks for truth and virtue 
and faith.” 

In recent years we have come a long way 
in making books accessible to our people. 
It took us a long time to realize that many 
men, women and children, particularly those 
living out in the country beyond the city 
limits, could not come, as their city friends 
do, to a great library and borrow the books 
they wanted. When that useful idea finally 
made permanent lodgment in our minds, 
quickly we realized that a library, a collec- 
tion of good books, “the true University” 
of today, must be taken to the people, and so 
we developed the bookmobile idea—the tak- 
ing of books, a library on wheels, to the peo- 
ple themselves, to their schools, to their 
country stores, to their little crossroad settle- 
ments, and to their churches. This is one 
of our most forward movements. Today, if a 
county wishes to be a modern, progressive 
county, interested in the welfare of the 
people, particularly its young people, it will 
certainly have a bookmobile filled with good 
books and staffed by a competent librarian. 
It is not enough just to have a good collec- 
tion of books. You must have someone who 
loves books, who knows and understands 
them, and who is trained to select, handle 
and distribute them. 

The librarians of this country, particularly 
those who day in and day out, in all sorts 
of weather, faithfully ride the bookmobiles 
and bring the world of books and knowledge 
to our people, deserve a debt of gratitude 
which can not be measured. 

When I think of the great libraries of our 
nation, I am reminded of some beautiful lines 
I once found inscribed on the walls of a 
library—an inscription which should be in 
every library building: 

“Here ages wait to speak and dream with 
thee 

Of ancient pride and pomp forever gone, 

And harps are hung whose silver strings can 
free 

The souls of those who sang at song’s first 
dawn. 
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Here paths await the pressure of thy feet 

And seas of thought the shadow of thy sail, 

Whereon thy distant voyaging may meet 

Thought’s farthest night where stars and 
pilot fail. 

Here await the guides of ages for thy call; 

With Dante walk the white abyss of hell; 

With Shakespeare watch in Macbeth’s ban- 
quet hall; 

With Milton hear the voice of Gabriel. 
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Here may the burdens of thy daily life, 

As at a minster gate, be laid aside 

Thy soul be shut from sounds of human 
strife, 

Thy mind and heart be charmed and beau- 


tified.” 


Yes, I feel it both an honor and a privilege 
to serve the people of my country as a 
library trustee. 





Mrs. Laura Gaines Sprott, Librarian of Troy High School, was elected President of the 
Alabama Education Association for 1954-55. This is the first time in its century of existence 


that a librarian has been elected to this office. 


Mrs. Sprott is an outstanding leader in ed- 


ucational and library organizations, and holds a Certificate in Library Service from the Uni- 
versity of Alabama, as well as a master’s degree in history from Columbia. 





Mrs. Taska Hart Tyson, Librarian of the Kate Duncan D. A. R. School, of Grant, is 
President of the Alabama Association of School Librarians, which is the new name of the 
former School Libraries Section of the Alabama Education Association. 
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CENTRAL PARK BRANCH, BIRMINGHAM 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


From information provided by Fant THorNLEyY, Director, Birmingham Public Library 


[he new Central Park Branch of the Bir- 
mingham Public Library is distinctive in sev- 
eral ways: it is thoroughly modern in de- 
sign, it is truly a thing of beauty, and it is 
the first public library in Alabama to be 
ccmpletely air conditioned from the start. 


The building rests on concrete footings 
and floor slab, and has exterior walls of 
limestone colored face brick, backed up with 
concrete blocks. Coping is precast con- 
crete, and projecting canopies are reinforced 
concrete whose color blends with brick. Ex- 
terior walls under the front entrance canopy 
extending back into the vestibule are faced 
with polished Texas pink granite. The ceil- 
ing of the projecting entrance canopy cv- 
tends back overhead of the vestibule and out 
over the check-out desk in a quarter circle 
with cove lighting. 


All sashes are aluminun, with those in the 
staff room, wash rooms, and meeting room of 
the awning type. All windows are screened 
so they may be opened during periods when 
air conditioning is not required. 


The terrace on the south side is paved 
with brick laid in a basket weave pattern; 
all other exterior paving is concrete to match 
existing sidewalk paving. The roof is 
twenty-year bonded built-up roof on an in- 
sulated metal deck supported on bar joists, 
with 4” thickness of insulation above the 
ceiling. 


Interior walls are plastered on concrete 
blocks. In the wash rooms, floors are grey 
ceramic non-slip tile, with walls of gray 
matt glazed tile and plaster, and plastered 
ceilings. All other ceilings are acoustical 
tile, and all lighting is recessed flourescent. 
The floors are concrete, covered with rub- 
ber tile in over-all pattern simulating ter- 
razzo._ Book shelving, check-out desk, and 
doors are birch treated with a combination 
clear stain and wax, which gives the wood 
a very light natural finish. Walls in the 








main area and work room are painted a 
coral shade, with the west wall of the chil- 
dren’s room above the shelves painted blue; 
in the meeting room and hall they are 
chartreuse green; in the wash rooms and 
staff room they are grey. 


The building is completely air-conditioned, 
with air delivered into spaces through 
anemostats in the ceilings and returned to 
the unit through louvers located at the bot- 
tom of book shelving backed up to the 
equipment room wall. 


The building, which contains 3,974 square 
feet including the entrance porch, was com- 
pleted in October, 1953, at a cost of $60,812, 
exclusive of land, landscaping, and _profes- 
sional fees, and has a book capacity of 
17,500 volumes. 


In this time of stress and strain, of rumor 
and suspicion, we automatically interpret 
freedom to read in terms of censorship and 
investigation into the content of materials. 
This is an important part of the freedom 
to read, but I would like for us to consider 
also some other freedoms which I think are 
highly important in planning a good library 
program. 


The first of these freedoms I would like 
to emphasize is the freedom of boys and 
girls to help choose the material they are 
to read. Miss Smith in her excellent book, 
THE UNRELUCTANT YEARS, says, “No 
force in the world can compel children to 
read for long what they do not want. They 
defend their freedom of choice with great 
skill and persistance.” All conscientious li- 
brarians purchase material on the basis cf 
what they know about the needs and 
terests of groups and of individual boys and 
girls and they spend a great amount of time 
and effort in identifying these needs and 
interests, but sometimes we forget that the 
boys and girls of today are living in a dif- 
ferent world from ours. Dr. Lane says that 
the only sphere in which effective teaching 
can take place is in the narrow area where 
our two worlds touch—and that children 
learn on the growing edges of the mind. We 
are inevitably tied to the past—our pupils 
are drawn to the future. So it is fallacious 
to believe that we completely understand 
their needs and aspirations. We must look 
to them for guidance into the future as they 
look to us to interpret the past. 


For this reason, if for no other, it is im- 
portant for us to give our boys and girls op- 
portunities to help select the materials that 
go into our library collections. It is import- 
ant that they heln set um standards that 
govern the selection of material. Even small 
children have decided opinions about the 
titles they like or do not like. The popu- 
larity of book fairs is an indication that 
many schools are recognizing this obligation. 


1 Address given at workship for Alabama School 
Librarians, Birmingham, December 2-3, 1953. 
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FREEDOM TO READ ' 


By Sarau Jones, Chief Library Consultant, Georgia State Department of Education 


The availability of joint exhibits by some of 
the important publishers of books for boys 
and girls and the existence of the “Circuit 
Rider” is proof that publishers and jobbers 
are cognizant of this trend. Some states send 
out exhibits of sample books. It is a chal- 
lenge to us to see that our students, through 
examination of materials, through familiarity 
with reviewing sources, have the opportunity 
to help decide upon the material that will 
be available to them to read. This freedom 
of choice also means that pupils should have 
the freedom to choose from the best books, 
not the mediocre and undesirable, so it 
places upon us the responsibility for helping 
childrex and young people recognize and 
appreciate the books which are worthy of 
them, books on which they can grow, and 1e- 
ject the unrewarding. I wonder how many 
of you have read the article on comic books 
in the November issue of the “Ladies Home 
Journal’? It will give you some sleepless 
hours. 


The second freedom I would like to dis- 
cuss briefly is the freedom of access to ma- 
terials. I do not know what the situation 
is in Alabama, but I do know that in Georgia, 
too often crowded libraries and rigid class- 
room procedures make it almost impossible 
for a pupil to secure the information he 
needs at the time when his curiosity is 
greatest and his interest is most stimulated. 
If we believe that one of the purposes of 
formal education is to stir the imagination 
and provide children with the tools to chan- 
nel this imagination into creative thinking 
and accomplishment, then we should not put 
barriers in the way of using these tools 
when they will be most effective. We must 
provide time. I am afraid that too many 
of our pupils feel like Alice. “Well, in our 
country,” said Alice, still panting a little, 
“you'd generally get somewhere else—if you 
ran very fast for a long time as we’ve been 
doing.” “A slow sort of country!” said the 
Queen. “Now, here, you see it takes all the 
running you can do to keep in the same 
place. If you want to get somewhere else 
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\ou must run at least twice as fast as that.” 
\.et’s give our young people time to feel re- 
\.xed in the library. Time to think—time to 
consider what the words they are reading 
:vean. Let us strive to lengthen their span 
of attention to the printed page. 


The third freedom I would call, for lack 
of a better word, the right to be comfortable 
while pursuing independent investigation or 
while seeking mental stimulation through the 
use of library materials. I do not know of 
anything more frustrating than to be crowd- 
ed together at a table without sufficient 
space to spread out materials. Maybe we 
should think in terms of some smaller tables 
for individual use and less crowded condi- 
tions at larger tables. Have you ever noticed 
how boys, and girls too, read at home? How 
many of them draw a chair up to a table 
and sit erect as they read some vastly en- 
tertaining tale? It is true that to permit some 
few to stretch out on the floor might create a 
safety hazard but let’s try to provide more 
comfortable chairs and hassocks. There is 
nothing in any standards that I know that 
requires every child to be seated at a table. 
If we were smart enough to work out ways 
of using the library at the time this use 
would be most significant to the individual 
or group, maybe we could make our patrons 
more comfortable and certainly the library 
would make a greater contribution. 


And now my last freedom, though there 
are probably many that I have omitted, the 
freedom to make decisions based upon the 
use of materials that represent more than 
one point of view. And here we come to 
the problem of censorship for which there is 
no easy answer. There is a very thin line 
between good book selection policies and 
censorship. To me, book selection is con- 
cerned with the quality of the material and 
censorship with the content, but as school 
librarians, we have to be concerned with 
both. It seems to me that the primary fun- 
ction of a school is to help boys and girls 
learn how to think and not to teach them 
what to think. This presupposes that our 
pupils will learn how to evaluate informa- 
tion, how to arrive at sound judgement based 
upon the study of all sides of a question. 
As Josh Billings said,“It was never my ignor- 
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ance that done me up. It was what I know- 
ed that wasn’t so.” It means they must have 
access to the unpopular as well as the 
popular interpretation of events and ideals. 
If they do not have these experiences, if 
they do not develop this skill, then they 
will be a fruitful subject for all the “isms” 
and _ ideologies with which they will be 
bombarded in later life. It is not our 
democratic heritage to accept without ques- 
tion the opinions and ideas of others, regard- 
less of their high position or their aura of 
infallibility. Dr. George W. Denmark, in 
his excellent editorial in the October issue 
of “Educational Leadership”says, “It is our 
deep conviction that education for liberty is 
the central task of American schools today 

Education for liberty, in its most 
fundamental sense, is the promotion of con- 
ditions of life which free each individual 
to make an increasingly wide range of intell- 
igent choices. The freedom to choose, to 
try, to err, to decide, with the fullest possible 
access to information bearing upon the con- 
sequences of these decisions for oneself 
and for others, is liberty.” Our nation was 
not founded upon blind acquiescence to the 
opinion of someone else. When there is no 
room for disagreement, there will be no room 
for democracy. 

I do not need to tell you that schools and 
libraries are under fire and will become in- 
creasingly so unless we ourselves do some 
soul searching and have convictions to which 
we steadfastly hold. It seems to me that 
now is the time to work with our faculties, 
our administrators, our pupils and our cit- 
izens to set up policies of book selection. If 
we fail to do this, someone else may do it 
for us and we may not like the results. 

I would like to refer you to the report 
of the School Libraries Discussion Group at 
the Conference on Intellectual Freedom as 
reported by Sue Hefley in the recent issue 
of “School Libraries”, the official publica- 
tion of the American Association of School 
Libraries. The report says in part: “Liberty 
is secured and defended in the practice of 
critical thinking. To read without critical 
thinking is to abandon freedom of intellect. 

“A child has the right to read; he is under 
the necessity of learning to think critically as 
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he reads. Education’s responsibility is to 
help him to do so. To this end, then, in a 
school in a democrary, and in defense of 
liberty—there is no censorship of subject, 
there is no censorshiv of author. All sides 
of even controversial subjects are represented 


in materials.” I commend this report to you. 


It is amazing to me the progress that has 
been made in school library development 
during the past twenty years and the vital 
contribution library materials are making to 
the instructional programs of our state. We 
have done a good job, but we can do a 
better one. 

We 
Cobb met one day. 
famous baseball player, and had returned 
home for Thanksgiving. He had been out 
hunting, but failed to kill any game, when 
he met a small boy with several squirrels 
pulled through his belt. Ty Cobb’s curiosity 
was aroused when he saw the boy had no 
gun and he asked how he had killed the 
squirrels, “I killed them with a rock,” said 
the boy. “Show me,” said Cobb, so the boy 
took a rock in his left hand. sighted a 
squirrel and threw. The squirrel fell out 
of the tree. “That is amazing,” said Ty 
Cobb. “Come with me and I will make you 
the greatest Southpaw in the world.” “What 
is a southpaw?” “A left-handed pitcher.” 
“Shucks, mister, you don’t want me, I’m 
right-handed.” 


are like the little Georgia boy Ty 
You know, he is our 


Let us assure boys and girls the one free- 
dom to read by redoubling our efforts and 
pitching with our strong right arms. 


Livingston State College Library has a 
“self-service” table of paperbacked, pocket- 
size books, which may be borrowed for as 
long as students desire. Titles in this group 
range from best selling novels to philosophi- 
cal treatises. 


Dr. A. Orin Leonard, head of the Circu- 
lation Department at API from January, 
1947 to June, 1948, has recently been ap- 
pointed Chief Librarian, Massachusetts State 
Teachers College, Fitzburg, Massachusetts. 
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school and city library. Our prices, 
bindings, and service are unequal- 
led. Free catalogues and graded 


lists are yours for the asking. 
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COMPTON’S 
Pictured Encyclopedia 
1954 Edition 


You expect up-to-dateness and adequate 
coverage in a reference set — you get 
both in Compton’s — and more. 


In 1954, Compton’s policy of continuous 
revision plus continuous building resulted in 
a physical expansion of 206 pages .. . 
680 new and extensively revised articles 

. - 1190 new pictures, maps, charts, and 
graphs. 


All these new materials further enrich 
and expand the finest Compton’s ever. 
Reprints of two cutstanding articles INDIA 
and VOCATIONS available. Write today 
for your free copy. 


EARL M. BLACK, District Mgr. 


F. E. COMPTON & COMPANY 
2321 Devine St. Columbia 5, S. C. 








...that for 75 years Library Bureau has built furniture and 
, equipment of only one quality—the best. Your library’s 
present —and its future—are secure when you buy 
_ LB equipment. Write or phone for Folder LB 604 


cote 


2216 5th Ave. N., Birmingham 3, Ala., Phone: 4-3651 











A CENTURY AND A HALF 


OF BOOKBINDING CRAFTSMANSHIP 


HERTZBERG-NEW METHOD 


Inc. 


VANDALIA ROAD 


feckson utlle, Ilinoss 
TELEPHONE 2920 - 2921 








When you write to advertisers, mention the ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 
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TRIED — with difficult BINDING PROBLEMS 
PROVED -— by SATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE 
ACCEPTED -— by our CUSTOMERS 

WORTHY -— of their PATRONAGE 

CERTIFIED — by the LIBRARY BINDING INSTITUTE 


reat Guild 


BINDERY, INC. 


324 E. NINTH STREET 


CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 











Huntting for Library Books ! ! 


@ ADULT AND JUVENILES 

@ QUALITY BUCKRAM BINDING 

@ *PLASTI-KLEER ECONOMY BINDING 
@ PUBLISHER’S TRADE BINDINGS 


ANY BOOK - ANY PUBLISHER - 
ANY BINDING 


Huntting is the only wholesaler rendering 
this service. 

Huntting’s Catalogs are noted for com- 
pleteness and useful, attractive arrange- 
ment. 

If you are not already on our mailing 
list, send today for 
C Standard Juvenile Catalog (6300 titles) 
Cj Spring & Fall Catalogs of New Juveniles 
(J Huntting’s Monthly List of Adult Books 
Lj] If your buying system requires formal 

bids, please place us on your mailing 

list. 


THE H. R. HUNTTING CO. 
29 Worthington Street 
Springfield 3, Massachusetts 


PHONOGRAPH 
RECORD HOLDERS 


L P RECORD HOLDERS 








Now available with 
GREEN or TAN 
Pressboard Covers 

for 10 and 12 inch Records! 


ALABAMA REPRESENTATIVE 
WESLEY SUMMERS 
417 West 26th Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 











| Gaylord S200. Jue. 


50 Years Serving Libraries and Schools LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


* Trade Mark of Bro-Dart Industries SYRACUSE »« NEW YORK 








When you write to advertisers, mention the ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 








‘aE ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 

















Send Your COMPLETE Book Orders to: 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 


740 St. Charles Ave. 
NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 


The 
JBC 


























Meet Us Tu WMoutgomery 


and help us celebrate the 


50th pbuntvertary 


OF THE ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


WORLD BOOK 
| ENCYCLOPEDIA 


THOMAS K. HEARN 
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Books... and Sewice 
from McCLURG’S 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of specialized library 
service, is equipped to serve you well! Our Staff is skilled in 
the handling of Library, School and College book orders. 


We welcome your patronage . . . and the opportunity to 
serve you. 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 


“Since 1844” 
333 East Ontario Street e Chicago 11, Illinois 





“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 














WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 
SALE AND ACQUISITION OF 


* Scientific periodicals: complete sets, short runs, 
single volumes—all fields, all languages 


* Scientific books: out-of-print—domestic, foreign 





Complete subscription service for domestic and foreign 
periodicals 


All new books of U. S. and foreign publishers 


Send requirements and offers to 
WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 
: 125 East 23 Street, New York 10, N. Y. 
Telephone: ORegon 7-6713 Cable address: BOOKJOHNS, N. Y. 
: Branch offices in London and Frankfurt 


Catalogues available on request 
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